Michigan House of Representatives
Tourism, Outdoor Recreation and Natural Resources Committee
Representative Joel Sheltrown, Committee Chairman
Tuesday, June 8, 2010 - 10:30 a.m.
521 House Office Building, Lansing

Testimony of Mr. Kelly Dee:

In her presentation, Annie described
* Who is in support of the Regional Convention & Tourism Act — as well

as reported - that to the best of our knowledge - there is no
opposition to this act.

* She also briefly touched upon what we hope to accomplish and why —
My colleague, Mr. Bo Miller, will elaborate further regarding this
topic.

* Annie reported that this effort is unanimously desired by the people
within Midland County, Bay County and Saginaw County — Michigan’s
new Great Lakes Bay Region

* And that our goal is to have the new Great Lakes Bay Regional
Convention & Visitors Bureau legally established by this year’s end.

| address you today as the District Manager of Mid-Michigan Hospitality

Management Company. | oversee lodging properties within both Bay and
Midland Counties; serve as Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Bay
City Convention & Visitors Bureau and as a Board Member of the Midland

County Convention & Visitors Bureau.

Today, | would like to share details regarding the Great Lakes Bay Region’s
desire to gain your approval of the Regional Convention & Tourism

Promotion Act.

* The current assessment law in effect positions both Bay and Midland
Counties in an inequitable funding situation as compared to fellow
Michigan Convention & Visitor Bureaus. We seek your approval to
resolve the inequitable funding scenario and pave the way for
regionalization of our Convention & Visitor Bureaus.

* Our effort to correct this situation began in July of 2009 within the
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